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summit of some of these key people in the media and looking at how they
make policies about scheduling and yet are not flexible enough to fit in a
Matildas’ exciting final game or something like that, and just to look at
some of those avenues and maybe open their eyes to what I say are so many
stories and things out there. Once the media get a hold of them and lap them
up, the audiences would follow.*

Recommendation 17

6.64 The committee recommends that the Australian Government provide
financial support, to be administered by the Australian Sports Commission, for
the training of athletes and sports administrators to better utilise media
opportunities.

6.65 Increasing the level of training and skills in organisations promoting women's
sport will help improve media coverage. However it will only be effective if NSOs are
serious about backing their women's competitions with resources and commitment.
The committee saw varying degrees of commitment amongst these groups and calls
on them to ensure they are providing appropriate backing for women's leagues.

6.66  News and sport media organisations also need to employ female
professionals and make commitments to reporting newsworthy women's sport. Given
the extraordinarily low levels of reporting by some media outlets, this is likely to
involve them reconsidering their idea of what constitutes 'newsworthy'. This need for
change within media organisations was widely recognised, not only by women's sport
individuals and organisations, but mainstream sporting groups such as the
Professional Golfers Association.®

Concluding remarks

6.67  The committee is disappointed at the continuing poor coverage of women's
sport by all media. It believes that if the recommendations in this report are
implemented by the government, sport and recreation organisations, and media outlets
they will make a significant contribution to improving the media profile of women's
sports. However, it also acknowledges that improvements in media coverage of
women's sport have been slow in the past. If the situation has not improved by 2010 in
response to this report, it suggests that the Senate refer the issue back to the committee
for further review. To track progress, the committee suggests that the ASC undertake
an annual survey of coverage of women's sports.

85  Ms Mitchell, Women in Sport Media Group, Proof Committee Hansard, 2 August 2006, p. 51.

86  Professional Golfers Association, Submission 52, section 4.3.
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Recommendation 18

6.68 The committee recommends that the government fund the Australian
Sports Commission to replicate in 2008—09 the surveys and analysis performed in
the 1996 report An Illusory Image.

Senator Andrew Bartlett
Chair
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. Beijing Declaration and the Platform for Action Fourth World Conference on
Women, Beijing, 1995 (United Nations, 1996) (Beijing Platform for Action)

. Brighton Declaration on Women and Sport (First World Conference on
Women and Sport, 1994) (Brighton Declaration)

. Jakarta Declaration on Leading Health Promotion into the Twenty-first
Century (World Health Organisation, 1997) (Jakarta Declaration on Health),
and

. Windhoek Call for Action (Second World Conference on Women and Sport,
1998).

National instruments include the:

. Sex Discrimination Act 1984 (Cwlth)

. Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission Act 1986 (Cwlth)

. Affirmative Action (Equal Opportunity for Women) Act 1986 (Cwlth)

. National Women’s Health Policy: Advancing Women’s Health in Australia
(1989)

. National Policy for the Education of Girls in Schools (1987)

. Fourth United Nations World Conference on Women: Platform for Action —
Australia’s Implementation Report (1997), and the

. Charter of Public Service in a Culturally Diverse Society (1998).

The Committee notes:

the 1994 Brighton Declaration on Women and Sport is an international set
of principles intended as a guide to increasing the involvement of women in
sport at all levels. Australia is a signatory to the declaration. The Windhoek
Call for Action is a declaration that arose from the Second World
Conference on Women and Sport held in Windhoek, Namibia, in 1998. It
reaffirms the principles established in the Brighton Declaration,
acknowledges the need for greater cooperation and coordination between
agencies and organisations responsible for women’s and girls’ issues, and
seeks further development of equal opportunities for women and girls to
participate fully in sport, recreation and physical activity.”

The Brighton Declaration is available here: http://www.iwg-
gti.org/e/brighton/index.htm

The Windhoek Call to Action is available here: http://www.iwg-gti.org/pdfs/call_e.pdf

2 Australian Sports Commission, National Policy on Women and Girls in Sport, Recreation and
Physical Activity, 1999,
http://www.ausport.gov.au/fulltext/1999/ascpub/national policy women.pdf, accessed
September 2006.
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Submissions and Tabled Documents

Submissions

1. Mr Jim Daly, Adjunct Scholar, Human Movement, School of Health Sciences,

University of South Australia

Dr Simone Fullagar, Senior Lecturer, Department of Tourism, Leisure, Hotel

and Sport Management, Griffith University, Queensland

Ms Donna Little, Senior Lecturer, Sport and Leisure Studies, School of

Education, The University of Waikato, Hamilton, New Zealand

Ms Elaine Watson OAM

Womensport and Recreation Tasmania Inc

Ms Janice Crosswhite

UWA Sports & Recreation Association

International Coalition for Women in Shooting and Hunting (WiSH)

Disabled WinterSport Australia

The Royal Life Saving Society Australia

Ms Heidi Gilchrist, Associate Lecturer, School of Public Health, The

University of Sydney

Dr Jane Fitzpatrick & Dr Susan White, Australasian College of Sports

Physicians

13. WA Netball

14. Women's Golf Executive Committee, Yowani Country Club, ACT

15. Dr Lynn Embrey

16. Women in Sport Media Group

17. The Australian Council for Health Physical Education and Recreation
(ACHPER)

17A. The Australian Council for Health Physical Education and Recreation
(ACHPER) (Supplementary Submission)

18. Big V Basketball

19. Sports Medicine Australia

20. Womensport & Recreation NSW Inc

21. Netball Victoria

22. Dr Ruth Sibson, Program Coordinator, Leisure and Sport Management, Edith
Cowan University, WA

23. Ms Jennifer Riatti

24. Softball Australia

25. Women with Disabilities Australia

26. Ms Heather Reid

27. Australian Olympic Committee

28. Orienteering Australia Inc
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29. A/Professor Tracy Taylor, Associate Dean (Teaching and Learning),
University of Technology, Sydney

30. Australian Sports Commission

30A. Australian Sports Commission (Supplementary Submission)

30B. Australian Sports Commission (Supplementary Submission)

31. VicSport — The Sports Federation of Victoria

32. Office for Women, Department of Families, Community Services and
Indigenous Affairs

32A. Office for Women, Department of Families, Community Services and
Indigenous Affairs (Supplementary submission)

33. Women's Centre for Health Matters

34. Wimmera Regional Sports Assembly

35. Womensport West — Women's Sport Foundation of WA (Inc)

36. ACTSport

37. WA Sports Federation

38. Recreation SA

39. Womensport Queensland
40. Women's Cricket, Cricket NSW
41. Sporting Shooters Association of Australia

42. Ms Kelly-anne Parkes

43. Hockey Australia

44. Cricket Australia

45. National Heart Foundation of Australia
46. Australian Rugby Union

47. Football Federation Australia

48. Department of Sport and Recreation, WA

49. Sport and Recreation Queensland

50. Department of Communications, IT and the Arts
51. Sport and Recreation Tasmania

52. Professional Golfers Association

53. Department of Sport and Recreation, NSW
54. VicHealth — Victorian Health Promotion Foundation

55. Womensport and Recreation Victoria

56. Females in Training

57. Premier's Council for Women, South Australia

58. Minister for Sport and Recreation, Northern Territory
59 Australian Broadcasting Corporation

59A. Australian Broadcasting Corporation (Supplementary Submission)

60. Confederation of Australian Sport

61. Ms Julie Tullberg, Sports Journalist

62. The Australian Netball Players' Association and The Australian Workers'

Union
63. Women's Sports Foundation UK
64. Sports Federation of Queensland Inc

65. Netball Australia
66. SoccerFit
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67. Premier Media Group

68. Mr Scott Bach

69. Australian Football League

69A. Australian Football League (Supplementary Submission)

70. Bowls Australia

71. The Australian Womensport & Recreation Association Inc (AWRA)
72. Australian Subscription Television & Radio Association (ASTRA)
73. Fitness First Australia

74. Fitness Australia

75. Outdoor Council of Australia Inc
76. Fitness Victoria

77. Australian Paralympic Committee

78. Fernwood Women's Health Clubs

79. Zest Health Clubs Limited

80. Ms Margaret Henley, New Zealand
81. TVNZ — Television New Zealand Ltd

Tabled Documents

Profiling sport role models to enhance initiatives for adolescent girls in physical
education and sport — Johanna Vescio, Kerrie Wilde and Janice J Crosswhite, tabled
by Women in Sport Media Group, 2 August 2006

An Exploration of Sports Participation by Girls from Non-english Speaking
Backgrounds — Johanna A Vescio, Tracy Taylor & Kristine Toohey, tabled by Women
in Sport Media Group, 2 August 2006

Providing a fair share for women in sport and recreation — Access, Opportunity,
Involvement, Skill development, Lifestyle options — Australian Council for Health,
Physical Education and Recreation — tabled by Australian Council for Health, Physical
Education and Recreation, 2 August 2006

NSW Schools Physical Activity and Nutrition Surveys (SPANS) 2004 Summary Report
— NSW Centre for Overweight and Obesity — tabled by Australian Council for Health,
Physical Education and Recreation, 2 August 2006

University of Sydney, Faculty of Education and Social Work, Coach Education —
Convenor Dr Donna O'Connor, tabled by Australian Council for Health, Physical
Education and Recreation, 2 August 2006

Safe sports facilities — making physical activity safer and more accessible for women
— NSW Sport & Recreation, tabled by NSW Sport & Recreation, 2 August 2006

Women's Sport Leaders Scholarship Program - Anne Jackson, NSW Sport &
Recreation, tabled by NSW Sport & Recreation, 2 August 2006
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Arabic Girls Multi-Sport Program — Carolyn Brimfield, NSW Sport & Recreation,
tabled by NSW Sport & Recreation 2 August 2006

Childcare Guidelines for NSW Sport, Recreation and Fitness Organisations — NSW
Department of Sport & Recreation, tabled by NSW Department of Sport & Recreation
2 August 2006

A winning game plan — Creating opportunities in sport and active recreation —
VicHealth, tabled by VicHealth 3 August 2006

A Sporting Chance — The inside knowledge on healthy sports clubs — VicHealth,
tabled by VicHealth 3 August 2006

A strategy for women's sport & physical recreation in victoria — Womensport and
Recreation Victoria Inc, tabled by Womensport and Recreation Victoria Inc 3 August
2006

Facts and figures — Womensport and Recreation Victoria Inc, tabled by Womensport
and Recreation Victoria Inc 3 August 2006

Letter to Committee Secretary, Senate Environment, Communications, Information
Technology and the Arts References Committee dated 3 August 2006 from Wimmera
Regional Sports Assembly Inc, tabled by Wimmera Regional Sports Assembly Inc, 3
August 2006

Membership brochure — Providing leadership and advocacy for Australian women
and girls in sport and active recreation — Australian Womensport & Recreation
Association, tabled by Australian Womensport & Recreation Association 3 August
2006

Opening statement by Softball Australia, tabled by Softball Australia 3 August 2006
AFL Recreation Football CD, tabled by Australian Football League 3 August 2006

AFL Recreation Football Rule Book, tabled by Australian Football League 3 August
2006

Welcome to the AFL — The AFL's MULTICULTURAL PROGRAM welcomes people
from all backgrounds to Australian Football, tabled by Australian Football League 3
August 2006

Parents' Guide to AFL Auskick — Where Champions begin, tabled by Australian
Football League 3 August 2006

ParaQuad News — Paraplegic & Quadriplegic Association of NSW, tabled by Women
With Disabilities Australia 4 August 2006

Exercise CAN be fun, tabled by Women With Disabilities 4 August 2006



Appendix 3

Public Hearings

Wednesday, 2 August 2006 - Sydney
Australian Olympic Committee

Ms Helen Brownlee, Executive Board Member
Football Federation Australia

Mr John Boultbee, Head of High Performance
Ms Eugenie Buckley, General Counsel

Womensport and Recreation NSW Inc

Ms Michelle Boon, Director
Mr Peter Lozan, Director

Premier Media Group

Mr David Malone, Chief Executive Officer
Mr Jon Marquard, Chief Operating Officer

Women in Sport Media Group

Ms Ann Mitchell, Coordinator
Ms Johanna Vescio

Mrs Elizabeth Ellis (Private capacity)
Australian Broadcasting Corporation

Mr Kim Dalton, Director

Ms Margaret Cassidy, Head of Policy and Resources, Technology and
Distribution Division

Mr lain Knight, Head, ABC TV Sport

Mr Peter Longman, Editor, ABC Radio Sport

Australian Council for Health, Physical Education and Recreation (ACHPER)

Dr Alf Colvin, National President
Ms Meg Pickup, NSW President
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New South Wales Sport and Recreation

Ms Carolyn Brimfield, Senior Project Officer
Ms Mia Jenkins, Industry Support

Thursday, 3 August 2006 — Melbourne
VicHealth

Ms Kellie-Ann Jolly, Director, Physical Activity Unit
Ms Megan Kerr, Senior Project Officer, Physical Activity Unit, Victorian
Health Promotion Foundation

Vicsport

Ms Kate Roffey, Chief Executive Officer
Womensport and Recreation Victoria

Ms Fiona Justin, Chief Executive Officer
Wimmera Regional Sports Assembly

Mrs Dianne Trotter, Executive Officer
Big V Basketball Victoria

Mr Wayne Bird, Chief Executive Officer, Basketball Victoria
Mr Matthew Cowling, Chief Executive Officer, Big V Basketball Victoria

Netball Victoria

Ms Kate Palmer, Chief Executive Officer
Ms Lynne Sheehan, Policy and Planning Manager

Australian Netball Players' Association and the Australian Workers Union

Mr Bill Shorten, Interim Chief Executive Officer, Australian Netball Players'
Association and National Secretary, Australian Workers Union

Mr John-Paul Blandthorn, Director, Australian Netball Players' Association
and Organiser, Australian Workers Union

Ms Ingrid Dick, Director, Australian Netball Players' Association

Ms Melanie Kitchen, Member, Australian Netball Players Association

Mrs Julie Tullberg, Journalist, News Ltd-Leader Newspapers
Australian Womensport and Recreation Association Inc

Mors Janice Crosswhite, President
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Hockey Australia

Mr Linden Adamson, Chief Executive
Cricket Australia

Mr Damien Bown, General Manager Game Development
Australian Football League

Mr Lawrie Woodman, National Coaching Development Manager
Bowls Australia

Mr Mark Rendell, Chief Executive Officer
Miss Sally West, Operations Manager

Netball Australia
Ms Noeleen Dix, President
Softball Australia

Ms Susan Crow, Chief Executive
Miss Kate Quigley, Athlete

Friday, 4 August 2006 — Canberra
Women With Disabilities Australia

Ms Susan Salthouse, Vice President
Mrs Heather Reid (Private Capacity)
ACTSport

Mrs Heather Reid, Representative
Orienteering Australia

Mr Gareth Candy, Executive Officer
Females in Training

Ms Gillian Mitchell, Vice President
Ms Sian Mulholland, Coach
Ms Sandy Waters, General Committee Member
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Women's Golf Executive Committee, Yowani Country Club

Ms Shirley Willis, Vice President
Ms Cheryl Gorham, Women's Captain

Northern Territory Department of Local Government, Housing and Sport

Mrs Bronwyn Rossingh, Manager of Strategic Sport Development, Sport and
Recreation
Mrs Josephine Jennings, Women and Sport Coordinator, Sport and Recreation

South Australian Premier's Council for Women

Ms Pat Mickan, Deputy Chair
Australian Government Office for Women

Ms Lee Emerson, Branch Manager, Policy, Research and International
Australian Sports Commission

Mr Brent Espeland, Director, Sport Performance and Development
Ms Sophie Keil, Senior Sports Consultant, Women and Sport

Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts

Mr Bill Rowe, General Manager, Sport
Mr Gordon Neil, General Manager, Media Industries



Appendix 4

Responses to letters sent to state and territory
Departments of Education

On 3 August 2006 the Committee wrote to state and territory Departments of
Education, asking them a number of questions in relation to physical activity
programs in schools. The questions were as follows:

1. what physical education classes are required and what are available (but
non-compulsory), in each year of school;

2. what proportion of physical education classes are required to involve
exercise activity

3. what school sport during regular school hours is required, and what is
available (but non-compulsory), in each year of school;

4. what other obligations are there to participate in school-organised sporting
activity outside regular school hours;

5. in each of the above cases, what is included in the meaning of sport,
physical activity or exercise;

6. in each of the above cases, who determines whether schools and students
are complying with the relevant policy; and

7. does the regulation of any of the above matters vary according to the type of
school (for example, public, Catholic or other private).

Attached are responses received by the Committee by the time of tabling of this
report. Responses from states and territories can also be found on the Committee's
website.
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DO06/195462

Senator Andrew Bartlett

Chair

Environment, Cormnmunications,
Information Technology and The Arts
References Committee

Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Senator Bartlett

Thank you for your correspondence received 7 August 2006 regarding the Senate
Environment, Communications, Information Technology and the Arts References
Committee inquiry into women in sport and recreation in Australia.

The Department of Education and Training strongly advocates for quality physical
activity opportunities for all public school children. Current initiatives include fulfilling
the recommendations of the Child and Adolescent Physical Activity and Nutrition
Survey (CAPANS), commissioned by the Premier’s Physical Activity Taskforce
(PATF} in 2003.

Please find the responses to your specific questions below:

1. Recent State and Australian Government announcements regarding physical
activity require that, from 2007, all students in Years 1-10 participate in a
minimum of two hours of physical activity each week, during the school day
as part of student learning programs. Schools are also encouraged to
provide opportunities for students to be physically active during breaks, and
before and after school.

2. Although there is no formal requirement for physical education classes to
have pre-determined periods of activity, the Western Australian Curriculum
Framework describes Health and Physical Education as providing students
with an understanding of health issues and the skills needed for confident
participation in sport and recreational activities. This enables students to
make responsible decisions about health and physical activity and to promote
their own and others health and well-being.

3. The Department has no compulsory requirement for participation in schoof
sport during regular school hours and does not monitor what is offered to
students.

4. The Department contracts School Sport WA Inc (SSWA) to offer interschool,
interstate and international competitive sporting opportunities to students in
Western Australian schools. SSWA is an association of school teachers with :
the principal purpose of organising and coordinating sporting compstitions for
school children at a local, regional and interstate level.




2

SSWA works in close cooperation with the Department, other educational
sectors, state sporting associations, local government, key organisations in
other states, schools and other agencies. Schools make their own decisions
in relation to participation. Decisions are usually based on a school’s capacity
to identify staff members who are prepared to volunteer their time to prepare
and present teams. It is the voluntary contribution of teachers’ time that
ensures the success of the various competitions.

SSWA is supported by a grant from the Department and through a user-pay
system, in which schools competing in the interschoot Champion Schools
Program (132 events across 26 individual sports) and individual students
competing at state level (in 27 secondary and ten primary teams) are largely
responsible for the funding of specific components of the program. SSWAis
located within the Department offices at 151 Royal Street, East Perth and
comprises a fuil-time manager, a full-time executive officer, a full-time clerical
officer and a full-time finance officer.

SSWA, in accordance with its charter, provides competitive opportunities for
all students, regardless of sector, and encourages maximal participation in a
range of quality sporting programs. The extent and intensity of the
competition is varied and based on the experience, skill level, maturity and
interest of the student.

5. Physical activity is defined as any bodily movement produced by skeletal
muscles that result in energy. Physical education is defined as physical
activity sessions performed as part of the school curriculum. School sport is
defined as competitive physical activity performed as a logical extension to :
the school physical education curriculum and is conducted both in school and
out of school time. Exercise is a subset of physical aclivity and is defined as
planned, structured and repetitive bodily movement done to improve or
maintain one or more components of fitness, such as muscle strength,
endurance, flexibility or cardio-respiratory endurance’

' Hands, B., Parker, H., Glasson, C., Brinkman, 8. and Read, H. (2004). Physical Activity and Nutrition
Levels in western Australian Children and Adolescents: Report. Perth, Western Australia: Western .
Australizn.Governmant, : ‘ e :

6. Schools are required to report on their compliance with two hours of physical
activity requirement.

7. Two hours of physical activity requirement is consistent amongst Department,
Catholic and Independent schools.

Thank you for bringing this matter to my attention.

Yours sincerely

[

P T

D S SR

PAUL ALBERT
DIRECTOR GENERAL

14 aus 2006
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asmania

DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION

SCHOOL EDUCATION EAVISION

8 August 2006

Dr Ian Holland
Environment, Communications, Information
Technology and the Arts Committee

Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Dr Holland
Inquiry into women in sport and recreation in Australia

T am responding to the letter you forwarded to David Hanlon, Deputy Secretary
School Education, Department of Education Tasmania.

In response to your questions:

1. what physical education classes are required and what are available (but
non-compulsory), in each year of school;

Government schools in Tasmania have a requivement to provide 2 hours of
physical activity per week for school age children. All government schools K-10
offer physical education and in all cases it is compulsory for at least K-8. Some
secondary schools make Physical Education optional for their 9 and 10 students.
Only a very small percentage of schools do not have a specialist health and physical
education teacher on staff and all of these are very small primary schools

2. what proportion of physical education classes are required to involve
exercise activity;

As mentioned in (1), the requiremment is for 2 hours physical activity per week.
How schools organise this is up fo thent and it is not possible to provide more
specific information about this.

3. what school sport during regular school hours is required, and what is
available {(but non-compulsory), in each vear of school;

Olinda Grove, Mt Nelson, 7007 GPO Box 919, Hobart, 7001, Tasmania, Australia
Telephone: (03} 6233 7281 Facsimile: (03} 6233 6979





































